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HHstract

The Philippines is rapidly developing its infrastructure base to support the
growing economy and burgeoning population. Some obstacles to this infrastructure
development maybe avoided by deliberate human intervention, careful study and
planning especially in biodiversity as affected by the loss/disturbance of habitat due to
infrastructure development. To date, the extent of biodiversity loss has reached alarming
proportions so that some international experts of biodiversity have proposed to consider it
as a global biodiversity disaster." To respond to these concerns, as well as to demonstrate
to the global community that the Philippines will work to reverse these trends, initiatives
for Philippines’ biodiversity conservation should be undertaken especially in regards to
infrastructure development, ie. road development. Overall success in biodiversity
conservation resides in a clear and explicit plan that must be addressed and what
resources require protection in the national interest and how biodiversity contribute to a
sustained economic development. This can only be done through intensive planning, for
example by linking preservation of biodiversity with infrastructure development.

This paper discusses biodiversity as a vital part in Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) with two case studies being presented as an example in road
development in an area wherein presence of biodiversity was high and was greatly
affected during its construction. Further the case studies presented also assessed the

necessity of surveying biodiversity as SOP prior to a DPWH infrastructure activity.



